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Teachers see learning through the 
eyes of their students.

Students see themselves as their 
own teachers.

What is the Visible Learning story?

What is the Visible Learning database?

• > 1600 meta-analyses
• > 95,000+ studies
• > 300 million students
• Meta-analysis looks for patterns & 

trends across multiple research 
studies.To learn more:

https://www.visiblelearningplus.com/ or http://www.visiblelearningmetax.com/

https://www.visiblelearningplus.com/
http://www.visiblelearningmetax.com/
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The teacher does not hold any instructional 
strategy in higher esteem than his or her 
students’ learning. Visible learning is a continual 
evaluation of one’s impact on students. When the 
evidence suggests that learning has not occurred, 
the instruction needs to change (not the child!).

Visible Learning for Mathematics, 2017, p 105

Elements of Teacher Clarity

Clarity of 
• Organization
• Explanation
• Examples & Guided Practice
• Assessment

Learning Intentions reveal this 
clarity to students. Photo by David 

Travis on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@dtravisphd?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/clarity?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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Learning Intentions
Content:
• A lesson-sized chunk of a standard, in student-friendly language 

Language:
• Academic language (vocabulary and usage) related to the 

lesson's content

Social:
• Skills that foster effective collaboration and communication

Success Criteria
• How do we know we’ve met the goal?
• What will students see, hear, and do when they’ve met 

the goal?  
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Improving Learning Intentions

Success Criteria
Have students self-assess whether or not they 
met the goals.
• The student can solve word problems using the take-from 

situation.
• The student uses the word subtraction when describing 

solving a word problem.
• The student work take turn when working with a partner.
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